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Luxury brands are taking their place among
the great patrons of the arts

X [Text Mary Winston Nicklin in Paris/E2%2; Josephine McKenna in Milan /K&
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The Frank Gehry-designed Fondation
Louis Vuitton (top left) features
permanent art pieces such as the Man
in Mud sculpture (right). In Venice,
Palazzo Grassi (left) houses the art
collection of Frangois Pinault and
Fondation Cartier (far left) in Paris
supports emerging talents

including the Qianlong Emperor and the

Medici of Florence, then from wealthy
families like the Guggenheims and Gettys. They
commissioned artists, collected and then made the
works available to the public in galleries, palaces
and museums. Increasingly, that role has been
taken over by foundations linked to luxury brands.

FONDATION CARTIER POUR LART
CONTEMPORAIN

In 1984 Alain Dominique Perrin, the then-
President of Cartier International, established
the Fondation Cartier pour ’Art Contemporain
in a chateau outside Versailles. Ten years later,
the foundation moved into a glass and
steel structure designed by Jean Nouvel at
Boulevard Raspail in Paris. Since then, the
Fondation Cartier has supported both
w.  established and emerging talents,
including Chinese artists Huang
Yong Ping and Cai Guo-Qiang, with
commissions and exhibitions.
fondation.cartier.com

F or centuries, art patronage came from rulers
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Fondation Cartier has
exhibited work by Ron Mueck
(above), while Bertrand
Lavier’'s Empress of India
(right) and Robert Gober's
Corner Door and Door Frame
(left) are permanent exhibits
at Louis Vuitton Fondation
and Fondazione Prada
respectively
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FONDATION LOUIS VUITTON

The Fondation Louis Vuitton opened in
October 2014 in a building designed by Frank
Gehry in the Bois de Boulogne, Paris. The
project was 13 years in the making; Bernard
Arnault, owner of luxury conglomerate LVMH
and President of the Fondation Louis Vuitton,
calls the foundation a gift to the French capital,
which will assume ownership in 50 years’ time.
The magnificence of the building is matched

by the exhibitions, including Keys to a Passion, a
show that featured some of the world’s greatest
modern masterpieces including Edvard Munch’s
The Scream, which rarely leaves Norway. The
museum’s auditorium has hosted everyone from
pianist Lang Lang to rapper Kanye West.

In July, Louis Vuitton opened a private
museum in the Parisian suburb of Asniéres-sur-
Seine, home to the family villa and the company’s
earliest workshops. The 700-square-metre space
covers two floors and displays 400 objects and
documents from the company’s vast archives,
interspersed with fashion, art and interpretations
of Vuitton’s aesthetics and heritage.
www.fondationlouisvuitton.fr
www.louisvuitton.com

FONDAZIONE PRADA

Miuccia Prada turned her family’s small
leather business into a US$15 billion global
fashion empire, and along the way she collected
art. In May 2015, Prada and her husband Patrizio
Bertelli opened a home for their arts foundation
in Milan, which showcases works from Prada’s
personal collection of 20th- and 21st-century art.
Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas turned a former
distillery into a 19,000-square-metre post-
industrial creative space that includes a gallery
and cinema, plus a funky café decorated by
Hollywood director Wes Anderson.
www.fondazioneprada.org
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www.mgmmacau.com

FRANCOIS PINAULT FOUNDATION

Francois Pinault, honorary chairman of retailer
Kering which owns the Gucci group, is one of the
world’s leading collectors of contemporary art.
In 2005 the French billionaire bought Palazzo
Grassi, a museum overlooking the Grand Canal
in Venice to display his collection. Two years
later the city asked him to transform 17"century
customs house Punta della Dogana into a new
centre for contemporary art. Japanese architect
Tadao Ando turned the triangular-shaped
building at the end of the canal into a dynamic
space, which opened in 2009.
www.palazzograssi.it/en

MGM MACAU ART SPACE

MGM Macau demonstrated its commitment
to the arts with a Salvador Dali exhibition when it
opened in 2007. In 2013, it launched Art Space,
which covers more than 740 square metres of
Level 2 and has hosted many art exhibitions
and creative educational displays. Speaking at
the opening ceremony in December 2013, co-
chair and executive director of MGM China
Holdings Pansy Ho summed up the purpose of
Art Space: “We will continue to promote public
awareness in enjoyment of art and culture, thus
reinforcing Macau’s status as an international
metropolis where globally influential artworks
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America America neon
sculpture by Martial Raysse
at Palazzo Grassi, Venice
(left); Old Beijing City Gates
to scale in Red Sandalwood
Art Exhibition at Art Space

(right)

IMAGES. The Biennial of the Lions: Becksieong photography

are appreciated, interpreted and studied.” The
first exhibition was dedicated to the works of
legendary Renaissance painter Sandro Botticelli,
including the famous Venus (c 1482) on loan
from the Galleria Sabauda in Turin. Docents
were on hand to explain the art, enhancing
the experience for local students, parents and
children. Other exhibits have used educational
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The Biennial of the
Lions (left) explored
the symbolism of lions
and the ways they are
portrayed in Asia and
the West

interactive displays, including The Biennial
of the Lions, which depicted lions in art from
Asia and the West, and the Red Sandalwood
Art Exhibition of Old Beijing City Gates,
which brought visitors a new appreciation
of these symbols of the capital through a
meticulously crafted model. =
www.mgmmacau.com
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Fondation Cartier

Beauté Congo — 1926-2015
- Congo Kitoko R &
E11815H

until 15 November

BEREEEE

Fondation Louis Vuitton

Accrochage 3: Pop & Music/
Sound BE
HeAEe

From June onwards

PradaBE®H
Fondazione Prada

An Introduction R &
F20165%F1H810H

until 10 January 2016

Palazzo Grassit#48E
Palazzo Grassi

Martial Raysse{F &t &
£11HA30H

until 30 November

Punta della Dogana
Eifih i

Punta della Dogana

Slip of the Tongue [RE&
£12A31H

until 31 December

B ESEXEER
MGM Macau Grande
Praca

The Valkyrie Octopus Exhibition
(N\EEE) BWRER
£10R31H

until 31 December




