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ancral Cado Felioe Corsetri i sittiigg on the
adpe of a creame-coloured sofa in his Rome
apartmient, sfting threugh megavine and
iovs artecles that recall sine of sociciv’s
aii] [ralyv's — st nastorious cold cases.

The parchicd, shrdl hesdlines dhromide
the mvvstery of o e thar bos congamed

him for decades: ool what happensad tw Jeancoe Mav, the
ravishing 40-voir-ld foross wite of ball b inancer Sar Bvclym
de Rathschild, sl body wis found with o of ber secectary
Gabriclla Guerdn, moee than i vear afier they dnove into a sios

droerm in the Sdbsilling Mounies i Dulys Mache egion on 29
Movember 19802 Wi it hypothenmia and simple misadventiee
tsat killed thewn? O were they murdered, perhaps because of the
Rothsclilel namse May sl used o ber passpord

The now TF-vear-ol Corsetti was 4 lesd police imecstipator on
e case. "We med svervdhing,” he mys, o Hnd 3 wduton.” The
sihver-laared  carabiniere crssoressed the world witlour secoess,

-'."-.|||..l||'.|;'._' it loigle kel apd MUY thearies Lis king the wiorn

ek dsarks 1ooa mepor Chreose’s robbery, 3 B

fian pem dealer, 4

Varsean banker found ||.|:||_;|n|; IEd oadons Blackicrs |'1|.-.'.-¢'-'.'

aitd 10 Sardinian S.L-il.llli"':.i'\'.T:‘\- doser 1o boane: This was oot the
wikdest of fantasic, for ssch k||.1|u|1|1||||_';~ wicre iife b lady at the
rirse. A Sardaisiin-led EAgE abefaceed a busnesman asicby theee
veai betore the -u.l'ml. pu...-.l.q.l. Eimouisdy, Jodiih [aiil L+ELTY [T tazis
L|d||u| |1nJ in 1973, and f Waadsay jewelber Graniu [I'.IIJ_'.H! i POTS.
bl |l|--1-:'-..;l.|'-l.'|-. Brarish-Cierman bustiscssiman called Redd
Schild had been kidnapped with his fammily m 1979 and ransomed
Per E220,000 — largely, it was thén bebleved, becase the bandits
mstook his mame for Bothachild,

Thizre were odher bt |J||:_._ ..-|~n.l.L1 ter e case: a mnisacd APl
T -.|;_‘.|I|||r-_:- of the women with an wsdennticd SLERneT the

mysbery of why, ansd when, they had abindoned thar cie "Wy

did the car stop there?” asks Corserti, punctisiting his question

with his bands. Tt was ensatiomang normally, i was not blocked by
the avew, because there was oo doew under the wheels. Sa why? 1
they cobd not proceed, they could have pone back.” He manslials
has thouphine 71 am oot convipood i wis a double minder Bur
there are soveral uncleir ivvestigative clemenes tiat do oot fir the
theoey thew deachs were caused by the coldl Thag is the mysieny

= in

Suich o maystery that an epen vordict was reconded by a judpr
19689, with 3 presumption of mirdee Bar Lot November, Tralan
auithiarizes |.||.|||l.|r'.*-'_' a frosh iy, Fourteen cdetly wimmesics
were isternogated by police and prosecutoes in a bid o ger oo the
botisn of whar happenal. The wimesss sppeared o ohave been
blimdsided by tle now investipgakon snd unessy with the enduring
susprcions of the media and the surlwritics

Wiz are waorkin g in the |r'\-.'-|. of perting 3 mesdl,’ the ragional
chi I.ltll'n'.'\. e, Gaovanni Fibrizio Narbone, told me. There were,
he poted. discrepancies in previsus intervicws and rime was run
Bt oL W I|'.u-.|:_||l thiz ||.|l_.|r bie thie ke chainoe ooy and prt
o the rruth.” The proviecial pelice commander, Colone! Raffacle
Raicwcoes, was |.'||;.p:|_l.|.=.: Fortw yeam agn ib s a differanr woadd,
thiere aie now other deimeni o coisides This is an !.'I'-'L':‘-[I._E,I':il i
ko ansinder”

Irahy's eastern Marche reglon i known For 5 repped moungiins,
|||||I-:11 LT dfied profe beaclics. that Sicp .|||_|||F; 1l Audsianc
(L1 |3".'.-\.|'|[|.' s pusi el |r:.'.'.u::|. the bicals lave a epuilatn Tog
l-.;.'-'.'|l||||_; o thciisctves aisd the Ioghion li:is gicver drrescred the drtei
non Beazsh SRl have shivwensd on 'f'u.u.J:l:. af Ulmbeia, Ir's
certainly 3 workd away from the vibrane Loadon social scene aiue
oramcited by faanare and Evelyn de Rochachsld

Born in fanuary 1940, Jeanome came Brom humble orlging she
wias mabsed by her snple miother, Susan, after her B, 3 fighe
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serprant, was killod while defising a bomb on the Isbe of Sheppey
B she antracied aneotion at an crdy age. "Even asa voung g,
shie ws wallowy and besmiful, a resident told the kcal nowspaper.

Asx a teonager, Jonatre was 1 tloniad dancer asd wffored a plce
at Sallers Wiells, but docided chssical balber was not for her, Afes
brcfly dancing in the West End, she began madciing for Yegur,
imabing commercials and sppearing a5 3 hostess on the popular
Sl 1
fa, "I thonaghe that maylse she wauld mem out to be another Mary

Thire pamie show, Her mothser always kivew she would go

Pickfornd aisd po into Klms,” @ gricharcken Sosan Bishop mold the
Dty Ecpremin [962, "She sucoceded in everyehing sie did — danc
iy, modellivg, TV comeercials, Bur [ used o rease her and ay,
Youll probably end up pareying the dusman.”
Far frowm i Jeancte cenwbracod the Swinging Sixtie in London,
slaring 4 far with women her ape amd hasing a sweing of D
I|.|'.'|||J-.. she was koon, ber mother said, on an Imlian admires.
[rsstesel, she caugl the eve of Evelyn de Rothsachild, 3 polo-player
o the begendary banking dynasry wise praviously mold a reporres
sz s leking for 2 parmer whe was sy and iniellipen
.-".|Ii||ll.|-'_|| by Farmibvs CITRHIT Wl '\-l"."".'i."'l.'IJ iy hisaory, I]lulu.ulg
tee Suce Canal, the Loadsn U2 |:-.|L:-'|-'*-.| il sind Welliz e % AFMICS
a1 Warerlss, de Rotlscluild (whi was l.lu-l-r'thJ 1k |‘|i'\1'.I was af the

1 i
LiEi s STl II.I.'IL; fu] - | I.'Iil' 1ML, "\-l!"'\.'_l.ll:ll.l'.u wilh E'.Ii_'l IR ETTSLER T LS

I
!'-lr.1.'|.||."|-i_' '.ll-*l'.?'.ll-_"ll.l'\-l:'h.l." il q.l.l”:.".lnlg clessic cars |-:||.|'.|-;l||||; i
1554 E'-L'u['-\:\-' Cabrsder. He whis, of cotise, 4 i jor circh, Biar a

1 .||_l.-:r 15, hie didesee i "-"‘-..U[IH.I .|| sible wermien m had cecke .-.|.|J

wied Jeanivene, who was pealy o decade yous HICE, il i prale Oore
(FITHR T Washi pron DO bin 1066,

Was h by theilled® His meodher, Yvoome, Ve Al HErvicw
o the Py £ ey Ll whisch alve sid -|:-: ‘worried he |:.|'.-!:||I fiki Y
tlae g sort of g||| and was relic el chosen simenne lovely

and chare wuk Bair nesther she nor |l..|:|..-.|¢."'- nsisther wis invited
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ko aticid the wedding, Obitainkog visis would lave boo sch a

problem, Yvodnne :...l-J Enthusism does st loap off the pag

[he newlyweds made tdear bome on the de Rothschild r.|||'.||'|"-.
4,000-acre Buckinghamshire csate, Ascott House - the listed
proporty dates back 1o the reign of Jamee: [ and boass an anviable
collection of Durch masten. Evelvn tonk |canette m South Africs,
booteglat lser opals From Ausiralia aned pgave bher the Geniys emer
alds: Life wan glamorous: the yeir after the wedding, [canctic was

smappad by socicty plwstogrphcr Parick Lcldicld with Pances
Alczandm, Angis Oplvy and Hollywood stars Min Farrow' and
|atimcs .".|.|=-.l|'| at o party at Chinidpes. The revdlers were sked oo
beawe ar 4. 30wm whsen residenis -\.LI||'.|"l'|||'.'-_' absouir the noise.
feanote ok 1o e lific Hke 3 diele wowager and '-Lu|1|r sk
o ber in rerern, though dhe was a bic shy” sid Susan Bahop.
"I remember bier telling e sheld i nese wo the Cheses an s faces”
Micky Haslam recalls meeting Jesnae and Evdyn ar a dinner
hisstad by the Ead snd Counttess of Dudley The invetior desbners
described her as very preiry, blonde and fun® bor had seservimons:
| s rensembier llultlhzlg sl was tol |1::|I.|-.'.||.|:|l.' oustnding
any wav and asurprising wile for Evelyn, wls wil s coentially
European and lieger then life b cvery way.
[heere were oo childeen, and the marriage colkigeed o 197
wdthin binemes. (Lites, when |c.||:|'.".I:|.' I\.II1..|1i"-'.'J.Il.'lJ. et |'.|-l|!|r:'|
coived kind leties froms e de Rosschild tamele ) An amdesble,
fHcEl Wwas :||'_:|.'l.':J UpHans axid I-'.'J'.u:i'.r

bar mor rh:.'u'.ll_-;.l.'ll. Sk
cerxblished hemell & an fnrereog -.E::-il_',-u.'r. -..;.4.-\-|.'|-.|p|:|-!_- 1 kewis aiarer
st b the wodd of arrand anngues. Six Years Biter, Jeanete wed
:"-:CI.'IILTI My a |r.'|'::.-|'.:|-'.'| diector o .-.:-.'|:| Lewe: bar the de

Rt bschild siane

rerncined o her pasport and she continued w
enix with the well-connecred dite: Ginni Bubpars and hds then
wife Micole, the Ialian industralist Eugenio Cefis and the Traks
phile Brivish sushor Raymond Fhower were conssdorad frienads. [
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| Jearvette and ber wonisd hisband shared a ke of labe and

|'-c:-'.||_:||| a Farmboiee in Schito. just mitide il medicval v of

Samand, Masannn Yoodnzd, a bocil SUCVEYOR, Wi himed o |'-c'.-|1
lier with ber reonovations and Giserin, o widow with two g
children, amisted ber with lmalian oanslation, |.:.'J.||ir|; acmas his
clurtered dede in the fmily firm above the mwn's main TR the
wll ]'-rﬁ-.'n'l.':!i Vemang = he's B = rocalls thoir frst cncounier. “She
was aderactive, Bloable. 1 didot krwsa her eme identiny wianl shbe
.in.lppumi "Wenanzl was one of the lasi |'nl|1||.' b 5oz Jeanette and
lia COITsIni alive: thiv shared an sportivi with him and his
wile at thelr home s before lunch. "She asked me iF [ codd o
tor the maounmens with her” Venansi wold me in he Sarmane office
1 tald her | couldn® bocause | had teo many deadlines,”

What happenad after chat b dispared. What's clear i thar Jean

ctte missrd 2 schoduled appointment with the provious swner of

her properey in the carly aficrnooe. Instead, shie amd Guonin took

the winding road ot of town leading e the mountains as the
st gathered. The environment is febidding: s 1 folkowed thcir
ronite et grey Mivember day, | became completely disorieneed as
4 blunket of thick fog sceded in froar of my cax

Ortelio Vilotl sorved the wormen sdreshmenis at bis famdly
hotel, the Sihilla Parco  pear
ottt sme 173 ar so kikane
tros away: around 4. 30pan Itwa
alrcady getting dark. 1 sov a car
oulside, a man waiting for them
in . car, the Bl-yoar-obd wold me
I telephone. Other sightings of
this mosiery e were roparted

ard disconuexl,

Afrer which, .. well, theeetn Hes
the mysery. When police fnand
their Pougoat 4,000 fect up the
mwoningin three weeks after tlai
disappesrance, the car shiwod no sien of any breakelimim or forced
entry. A scardf and other peronal belorgmngs haed been Ieft inside
ey had nedt ddicssod for 2 Blizzaed. Poliee belbove that as weathes
warscned, the woinen MIL¥|I" echiege in an shandoned Bambolse
neardy — bumit Heewoed asd diery plies were found these. But
Carsami says they had plery of time w neen their car around and
s wheir woaldd bocome tie worst sisewatesin 1 3% vears,

Wheis the women were eported mising, & massive search was
launsched involdag 500 police s potted by bedicopers and dog
squads. They scoured the rpged pwuntin snpe for monts 48
police contnued their bsjuides.

Investigators wortdered if the women weee lured 1 the Brm
hinise before bang klled. Jeinones tommer busines pinmer, Riose
Undesdown, |lp:.'|'||:|-' !.I.IEL'\.Il.Jh'.\'J it ber fricid :||ig_|'.1 lave Breeni
acized fios -;.’.|1|1|J'. |.I'._|; her wealth. “ln a counrey where k.u.||.|.a|1 &5 «dfi
industry, ome does not 0 nko a t||.|.a.gr. |.ll.|.p' 4 SeHEapT adid then
SLAFT I!l.'-.-.p'.'l:|-.| imaEey dion 1 L} |_|||_' shie old the J'.J:r.'.";- ."ﬁ'-g"r:r.-.

Bir |1liIL: iever focerved 4 nole of 4 ansoim domand: nod dad
er.'rlh:Il blay, amd nor did Evdva de Bothaclald. Comerr sadid
ingquirics inte Sardinian kidrappes led nowhere

Tt didert stop a Bisod of thenries. Dhays afrer the wistiien’s dis-
appearance, investigarors Began looking into whether feancree had
ainy Hinks whth muky clemens of dee artwodd, A celepram sent s
her Sarnano hotd duys after e dissppearance contabned 2 Bome
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Locals canmot believe that the
women siuccmbed 1o bhe stormi,
pnor that e name of @ vastly
rich fanaily did not play a part

address linkeed tiv a mapor jowellery aid art mbbery at Chresse's i
Pizza Mavoia, and 4 second telegram sent fo the auction hoise
claimed the sioken ;__-;\-:md-: verre at the same address. Pofice decided
both were booees. “SNone of those leads rosulied in any solugion,
but we checked evervthing,’ Coretti saisd

Scotland Yard rabed questions shour Jeanetcs consection o
an antigue dlcalber, borgin Vacoari, whoe was siabbod o death i
Holland Mk in ':\ll.'l.lli.'I:III.II.'r 1962 Conerti Aew 1w London afeer
[ alice found a E'I‘II:-I" oof an aritgisc clock inside Vaccaris |1-'_':-a-::~|u|
sal, su reaing o I.Il::-li::lrlil link to the Chiiscic’s mbbeory. To further
ernsdely ehie waters, Vaccan reportedly had connections o Roberto
Calvi, the Varican banker murdened in London e samse vear

But Corsctti found pothing to prove that feanctte had any
kivrwledpe of e Christics robbery or had over met Visccan, "We
trdoed b undemand i there was a link, bat there was no evidence,’
Cosetti sid, The kads kepe coming: ‘At a cenain poing, our
bqueities concentrated on 2 |1r.|.-:||..¢|. prmarkapise, hee Rodrquez
My be eoldd me. He looked like the man who was scen spaiking
anbimatedly w Mo May on the afterioon of ber disappearance,’

The Braalion wes arcosted in Bomme baie was Bier selcasasd and
fully cleared when the Samano hotel owner did ot eecognise him
a5 the man he'd socn. "Everything
anded there,’ Comeettn said.

It would be 14 months before
haiiers discovered the womens
akeletal remuim on the edpe of a
stecply sliping wood near Lake

wiie in Januacy 1982, 10 mides

fromm where they had kel their
vehicle. Juse two wedks catlicr,
finettes socand luskasicd, Se
phen, hed offered 2 £150,000
rewrd for any nows - bur thei
became embroibad 1 o dispure
witl the luntors when he offeral them a portion of i

[t was really shocking,” ssid 83 -veir old Coresdo Emmini, oncof
the humters who Found the bodics, whach had been mvaged by
worlves and wild bosrs. *1saw ehe boddies faid out on the grass, dhey
hisd oo there .\Jn.'dl'i__' tieme, lse mwold me in his hote bessde the lake.
|eanere wore a Cartier braceler her hizband lhed EIvEn lner, and
iedenniry papers were found with tee bodies, which weee s loisger
recopniable. T found a detiched boot with e reming of 4 divia
|.H'\-I1" tasicle,” Ermind sdded. "W knows what happened w them?”

Cberins dauphrer, Gioks, sy twe yeirs old wheis ber mother
disspocaral, ba no doube: T dusk ics o doeuble bomicide,” she tokd
the repional nowspaper & Resw ded Crdine, "Mum lad vwo small
chuldren, | damt thaisk sl would haive beei l:"'i“l:'- fiir 4 | pisisiradi)
claimds whei icwas ;|ru-_i3-' dark at Jpoa ]

Many o the 3000 ialvilira of Samcing apee, '|'|.|i::. RO
bielseve thie women :.i||_||:||-.- siscaniinbed o the srorne And they can
it belicve thar the -f'|.|'.|11:-|'_r arracled o dhe e of 3 vastly deh
.||1|.||'| dad naw |:ru'|' Ear arl. Aa Flomang Gicomini, wiho works ar
Le Cluiise restavicang and was in he owentes when the women
|J|M|"'l_.r|.'Jru.i. L= Tis ey O, they were todbowsed by sofeong
trom cheir woril. They were unaware of whar awaited them.

Unaveare, much moumed — and 2l 3 myscery. A mysieny
thar mare than meris the new ioquiry Prosecurss Marbone and
Colone] Ruocco have bean spearheadiang, |
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